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THE GREEKANTHOLOGY V
Really insightful prophet

‘Should he sail to Rhodes? one came asking Olympicus
the prophet, and how should he sail there safely.
And the prophet said, ‘First have a new ship,
and don’t startin winter, butin summer.
5 If you do this you will go there and back,
unless a pirate catchesyou at sea.’

gig 'Podov i TAeUoel TIg OAUpTILKOV AABEV EpWT@MV
TOV HAVTLY, KAl TIOG TIASUOETAL ATPAAEWG.
XW HAVTLG, ‘TIp@OTOV HEV, N, KALVRV EXE THV valv,
Kal pn xetpdvog, 1ol &€ B€poug avayou.
5toUT0 yap av motfig, NSl kakeloe kal woe,
Av 1N TELPATNG €V TIEAAYEL 0€ AA .
Nicharchusii11.162
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No balls

Brief is the whole span of life that we wretched men
live, even if grey old age awaits us all,

and briefer yetis the span of our prime. Therefore, while the season is ours,
let all be in abundance—song, love, carousing.

5 Henceforth is the winter of heavy old age. Not for ten minae
Will you get a hard-on: such are the balls that await you.

AvBpwTtoLg OAlyog PEV O TIAG XPOVOG, OV TtoTE OELAOl
{@uev, KNV TTOALOV yiipag dTtaaot Hevn,

NG 6 AKuNG Kal pdAAov. 0T oUv Xpdvog MPLog MUY,
TIavta xudnv €0tw, PaApog, EpwG, T(POTIOCEL.

5 XELLV TouvtelBev ynpwgs Bapuc: oUdE dEKA VRV
OTUOELG TOLAUTN O EKOEXET OPYXITIEDN.

Antiphanes10.100

Honest appraisal

After drinking much and eating much and speaking much ill
of men, here | lie, Timocreon from Rhodes.

TIOAAQ TGV KAl TIOAAQ Pay Vv KAl TIOAAG KAK €TtV
avBpwToug, keTpat TipokpEwv Podlog.
Simonides7.348
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Lament for the dead

-~

Funeral stele of awoman (in the middle, supported either side) in childbirth

As a woeful gift to Hades did your mother, Charixenus,
dress you, eighteen, in your chlamys.
Even the very stones groaned aloud, when from the house
the young men with wailing bore your corpse.
5 A song of mourning, no wedding hymn, did your parents chant.
Alas for the cheated joys of the breasts,
alas for the birth-pangs endured in vain! O Fate, you evil maiden,
barren, you spat to the winds a mother’s love for her child.
It remains for your companions to regret you, your parents
10  tomournyouand, to whom you are unknown, to pity when they learn of

[you.

oiktpdTatov patnp o€, Xapi§eve, ddpov &g adav,
OKTWKALOEKETAV EOTOATEV YAAUDL.

A yap 6N Kal TTETpog avéaTtevey, Avik ATt olkwv
GALkeg ol pwyd oov VEKUV xBo@opeuv.

5TévB0g &, 0UY UpEvalov AvwpUOVTO YOV EG:
aial, tag paot®@v YPeudopévag xapitag,

Kal kevedg wdivag: i® kakotdpBeve Moipa,
oteipa yovag otopydv ETITUCAG EIG AVELOUG.

TOlg eV OpIAnoaaot toBeiv Ttdpa, toig 6& Ttokelaol

10  TevOeiv, 0igd Ayvwg, TteubBopEVolg EAEETV.

Meleager7.468


http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=oi%29ktro%2Ftaton&la=greek&can=oi%29ktro%2Ftaton0&prior=meleager
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ma%2Fthr&la=greek&can=ma%2Fthr0&prior=oi)ktro/taton
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=se&la=greek&can=se0&prior=ma/thr
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*xari%2Fcene&la=greek&can=*xari%2Fcene0&prior=se
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=dw%3Dron&la=greek&can=dw%3Dron0&prior=*xari/cene
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29s&la=greek&can=e%29s0&prior=dw=ron
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%28%2F%7Cdan&la=greek&can=a%28%2F%7Cdan0&prior=e)s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%29ktwkaideke%2Ftan&la=greek&can=o%29ktwkaideke%2Ftan0&prior=a(/|dan
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29sto%2Flisen&la=greek&can=e%29sto%2Flisen0&prior=o)ktwkaideke/tan
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=xlamu%2Fdi&la=greek&can=xlamu%2Fdi0&prior=e)sto/lisen
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=h%29%3D&la=greek&can=h%29%3D0&prior=xlamu/di
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ga%5Cr&la=greek&can=ga%5Cr0&prior=h)=
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=dh%5C&la=greek&can=dh%5C0&prior=ga/r
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&can=kai%5C0&prior=dh/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=pe%2Ftros&la=greek&can=pe%2Ftros0&prior=kai/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29ne%2Fstenen&la=greek&can=a%29ne%2Fstenen0&prior=pe/tros
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%28ni%2Fk%27&la=greek&can=a%28ni%2Fk%270&prior=a)ne/stenen
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29p%27&la=greek&can=a%29p%270&prior=a(ni/k%27
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=oi%29%2Fkwn&la=greek&can=oi%29%2Fkwn0&prior=a)p%27
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%28%2Flikes&la=greek&can=a%28%2Flikes0&prior=oi)/kwn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=oi%29mwga%3D%7C&la=greek&can=oi%29mwga%3D%7C0&prior=a(/likes
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=so%5Cn&la=greek&can=so%5Cn0&prior=oi)mwga=|
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ne%2Fkun&la=greek&can=ne%2Fkun0&prior=so/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=h%29xqofo%2Freun&la=greek&can=h%29xqofo%2Freun0&prior=ne/kun
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=pe%2Fnqos&la=greek&can=pe%2Fnqos0&prior=h)xqofo/reun
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=d%27&la=greek&can=d%270&prior=pe/nqos
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ou%29x&la=greek&can=ou%29x0&prior=d%27
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=u%28me%2Fnaion&la=greek&can=u%28me%2Fnaion0&prior=ou)x
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29nwru%2Fonto&la=greek&can=a%29nwru%2Fonto0&prior=u(me/naion
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=gonh%3Des&la=greek&can=gonh%3Des0&prior=a)nwru/onto
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ai%29ai%3D&la=greek&can=ai%29ai%3D0&prior=gonh=es
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ta%5Cs&la=greek&can=ta%5Cs0&prior=ai)ai=
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=mastw%3Dn&la=greek&can=mastw%3Dn0&prior=ta/s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=yeudome%2Fnas&la=greek&can=yeudome%2Fnas0&prior=mastw=n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=xa%2Fritas&la=greek&can=xa%2Fritas0&prior=yeudome/nas
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&can=kai%5C1&prior=xa/ritas
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kenea%5Cs&la=greek&can=kenea%5Cs0&prior=kai/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=w%29di%3Dnas&la=greek&can=w%29di%3Dnas0&prior=kenea/s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=i%29w%5C&la=greek&can=i%29w%5C0&prior=w)di=nas
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kakopa%2Frqene&la=greek&can=kakopa%2Frqene0&prior=i)w/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=*moi%3Dra&la=greek&can=*moi%3Dra0&prior=kakopa/rqene
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=stei%3Dra&la=greek&can=stei%3Dra0&prior=*moi=ra
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=gona%3Ds&la=greek&can=gona%3Ds0&prior=stei=ra
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=storga%5Cn&la=greek&can=storga%5Cn0&prior=gona=s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29%2Fptusas&la=greek&can=e%29%2Fptusas0&prior=storga/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ei%29s&la=greek&can=ei%29s0&prior=e)/ptusas
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29ne%2Fmous&la=greek&can=a%29ne%2Fmous0&prior=ei)s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=toi%3Ds&la=greek&can=toi%3Ds0&prior=a)ne/mous
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=me%5Cn&la=greek&can=me%5Cn0&prior=toi=s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%28milh%2Fsasi&la=greek&can=o%28milh%2Fsasi0&prior=me/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=poqei%3Dn&la=greek&can=poqei%3Dn0&prior=o(milh/sasi
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=pa%2Fra&la=greek&can=pa%2Fra0&prior=poqei=n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=toi%3Ds&la=greek&can=toi%3Ds1&prior=pa/ra
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=de%5C&la=greek&can=de%5C0&prior=toi=s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tokeu%3Dsi&la=greek&can=tokeu%3Dsi0&prior=de/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=penqei%3Dn&la=greek&can=penqei%3Dn0&prior=tokeu=si
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=oi%28%3Ds&la=greek&can=oi%28%3Ds0&prior=penqei=n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=d%27&la=greek&can=d%271&prior=oi(=s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29gnw%2Fs&la=greek&can=a%29gnw%2Fs0&prior=d%27
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=peuqome%2Fnois&la=greek&can=peuqome%2Fnois0&prior=a)gnw/s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29leei%3Dn&la=greek&can=e%29leei%3Dn0&prior=peuqome/nois

Heliodora

Down through the earth | send my tears, Heliodora,
tears, the last gift of my love, and into Hades,

Painful tears. Over your much-bewailed tomb
| pour my memories of desire, memories of affection.

5 Piteously, piteously, Meleager mourns my own dear one among the dead,
in futile thank-offering to Acheron.

Aiai! Where has the young bloom | long for gone? Hades has snatched her,
snatched her, and dust defiled that youthful bloom.

| beseech you, all-nurturing earth, fold gently

10 into your bosom, as a mother, the one | eternally lament.

dakpud oot kai vépBe d1a xBovog, ‘HAlodwpa,
dwpolpat, otopydgAsipavoy, eigaidav,

dakpua ducddkputa: TIOAUKAQUTW & ETTLTUM P
OTIEVOW pvapa tobwyv, pvapa @ilo@poaouvag.

5 0IKTpA yap oikTpd (pidav o kal v gpBipEvolg MeAéaypog
aialw, keveav eig Axepovta xaplv.

aiai, ol to ToBevov €pol Balog; apmtacev ‘Aldag,
apmaceyv, akpaiovd’ avlog Epupe KOVIG.

AaA\d og youvoiUpat, Faavipoge, tav tavoduptov

10 NPEHA 001G KOATIOLG, LATEp, EvayKaAloal.

Meleager7.476

Cleisthenes

Foreign dust covers your body, and in the Black Sea,
Cleisthenes, the fate of death overtook you

onyour travels. Your delicious, honey-sweet, home return
You missed, nor did your reach sea-girt Chios.

o®pa Lev aAhodarttr) KeUBeL KOVLG, €V O OE TIOVT,
KAeioBeveg, EUSeivw poip’ Ekixev Bavatou
TAadopevov- YAukepol O€ pelippovog oikade vooTou
AUTIAQKEG, 008’ (keu Xiov €TT Apgiputnyv.
Pseudo-Simonides 7.510
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From Bacchus to Aphrodite

|, Eurynome the Bacchant, who used to race over the rocks, who once
ripped the breasts of many long-horned bulls,

who boasted of victories killing lions,

and made toys of the heads of irresistible beasts,

5—pardon me, Dionysus—I abandoned your dance,

eager rather to join the revels of Cypris [Aphrodite].

| dedicate this club to you; throwing aside my ivy crown,

| will clasp rich gold bracelets round my wrists.

Baooapig Eupuvoun okotteAodpo oG, 1 TIOTE TAUpwV
TIOAAG TavUuKpaipwv otépva xapa&apévn,

N Léya kayxalouoa Aeovto@Ovolg ETTL VIKALG,
Ttaiyviov atAntou Bnpog Exouaa kapn,

5—iAnKkolg, Atbvuoe—tefg apuéAnoa xopeing,
Kuttpidi BakyeUelv LGAAOV ETIELYOUEV.

Bfika 6€ ool 1ade poTTpa- TapappiPaca 6€ Kooy,
XElpa TIEPLOPiyEW XPUTOOETW OTTATAAN.

Agathias Scholasticus 6.74

A bull’s reward

By the furrows and old age worn out, his working bull
Alcon did not lead to the bloody axe,

revering it for its service; and now somewhere in the deep meadow grass
it lows rejoicing in its freedom from the plough.

alAakt Kal yrpa tetpupévov epyativnv Bolv
"AAKwV 0U ovinv fyaye Ttpog kottida,
aideabeig Epywv- 0 6€ TTou Babén éviTroin
HUKNOHOIg ApdTpou TEPTIET EAeUBEPIN.
Addaios 6.228
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First fruits

|, old Euphron, farm no many-furrowed plain
norvineyard rich in wine,

but with a plough scratching a little shallow soil | turn up
my land, and | get the juice from a few grapes.

5 From my small holding there is small return; but if you give
me more, you shall have the first fruits, god, of my plenty.

EGppwv oU Ttediou TtoAuaUAakog eip’ 0 yepalog
0UE TTIoAUYAEUKOU YelOUOpOG BOTPUOG,

AAN apotpw BpaxuBwlov ETtikvidovTl Xapaoow
XE€poov, kal Balol Tidaka payog Exw.

5€in & €€ OAiywv OAlyn xaplg: i &€ d1doing
TtAgiova, Kai TIoAAQV, daipov, amtap&opeda.

Apollonides 6.238

Germanicus

Youjanitors of the dead, block all the roads of Hades,
and gates, accept bolts on your entrances.

| myself, Hades, order it. Germanicus belongs to the stars,
not to me; Acheron has no room for so great a ship.
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KAetdbolyot vekUwv, Ttdoag Aidao keAeuBoug

@payvute: Kai oTopiolg KAEIBpa déxolabe, TtUAaL.
auTtog éywv Aidag evemiw: MNeppavikog AoTpwy,

OUK €HLOG" OU XWPEL vAia TOoNV AXEPWV.
Lollius Bassius 7.391

Getonwith it

If you see a lovely boy, strike while the iron is hot.
Say what you mean, grab handfuls of his balls.

Butifyousay ‘I respect you and will be like a brother’,
propriety will close your route to doing it.

v Tiva kaAov 1dng, euBug 1o Ttpfypa kpoteiobw:
Bad a ppoveis- Opyewv dpACTaeD Xepalv OAAIG:
Av & elmng, ‘Tiw o€, kal éooopat old T adeAog,’
aidwg oou kAegioel TV €Tl TOUpYyOV OOOV.
Addaios10.20

Too true

Of limb-relaxing Bacchus and limb-relaxing Aphrodite
The daughter is limb-relaxing Gout.

Auaoipeholc Bakyou kai Auotperolg Appoditng
yevvatat Buyatnp Auctpehng modaypa.
Hedylus11.414

Less true

A fart which cannot find an outlet kills many a man;

a fartalso saves, sending forth its lisping music.
Therefore if a fart saves, and on the other hand kills,

a fart has the same power as kings.

TIopdN ATtoKTEVVEL TIOAAOUG AdiE€odog olaoa-
TIopdN Kal owlel, TPauloV ieloa HEAOG.
oukoUV i owdeL, Kal AToKTEVVEL TTAAL TTopdN),
101G BaaiAelolv ionv TTopdn Exel SUvapLy.
Nicarchusii11.395
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From work to pleasure

She who formerly at Athene’s shuttle and on the loom,
stretching out many a warp—Nikarete—,
in honour of Cypris [Aphrodite], her work-basket and bobbins and all her other
gear in front of her house placed on the fire, saying
5 ‘Away with you, wretched women’s starving work,
knowing how to waste away the bloom of youth'’
She chose garlands and the plectrum and with revels,
did the girl, to have the pleasure of a life in festivity.
She said, ‘I will pay you a tenth of all my gains,
10 Cypris; provide work and take your share.’

n tplv ABnvaing uTo Kepkiol kai ta kab’ oty
vipata Nikap€tn TToAd (UTwoapévn,
KUTtpidt tov kaAabov 1d te tnvia kai ta oUv auToig
dppev’ €Tl poddou TIavta Ttupig E0€To,
5 ‘€PPETE, PWVAOAOQ, ‘KAKOV ALLNPA YUVALKOV
€pya, VEoV TNKelv avbog €miotapeva.’
glAeT0 8€ oTE@PAVOUG Kal TTNKTIOA KAl HETA KWUWV
N TTaig TepTIVOV Exeltv €v Balialg BloTtov:
gitte 8¢ ‘TTavtog oot SeKATNV ATIO AU UATOG Ol0W,
10 Kuttpt, oU &’ €pyaainv kai Adfe kai petdadog.’
Nicharchusi 6.285
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A schoolmaster’s tools

The staff that guided his feet, his tawse, and the ready-to-hand
fennel-rod—the head-tapper of small boys—

his bull’s pizzle, shrill and easily bending, his one-soled
slipper, and the skull-cap of his hairless pate,

5did Callon dedicate to Hermes the Lord, as tokens of his career
in teaching, his limbs fettered by grey fatigue.

Y KATIwva TtpoTtodayov, lpdvta T, Kai apakoitav
vapBnka—KpoTapwv TIAAKTOpA VN TILAXWV—

KEPKOV T EUHOATIAV PIAOKAUTIEQ, KAl LOVOTIEALIOV
ouyxida, kai oTeydavav Kkpatog EpnUoKOoU,

5 KaAMwv Eppeia €T’ avdktopt, cup ol aywydg
Ttatdeiou, TIOALE yula debeig Kapatw.

Phanias 6.294

Puteoli’s harbour*

The Sea. Tell me, Dicaearchia, why by you has so vast a mole in the sea
been built, reaching out to the middle of the deep?
Cyclopes’ hands planted in the sea
These walls. How long, O Land, are we to be oppressed?
Puteoli. | can receive the navies of the world. Look at Rome
near by, if my harbour has its measure!
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*Greeks founded Puteoli as Dicearchia in 520 BC. It became a Roman colony in 194 BC. Its harbour
served Rome until Ostia was completed by Trajan (AD 113).

The Sea. sitté, Aikaldpyela, Ti oot ToooV €ig AAa xdua
BeBAnTal, LEGTOU YEUOUEVOV TLEAAYOUG;
KukAwTwv 1dde xeipeg évidpuoavto Baldoon
1eixea- péxplmooou, laia, Blalopeba;
Puteoli. kdopou vnitnv 6éxopal otolov: €ioide ‘Pwunv
EyyUBev, el TAUTNG LETPOV EXW ALLEVA.
Antiphilus 7.379

A Greek Spring

Already the fair-foliaged field, at her fruitful birth-tide,
is aflower with roses bursting from their buds;

already on the branches of the alleyed cypresses
the cicada, mad for music, soothes the sheaf-binder;

5and the swallow, loving parent, making her house under the eaves,
shelters her brood in the mud-plastered chamber.

The sea sleeps, the calm dear to the Zephyrs
spreads tranquilly over the expanse that bears the ships.

No longer do the waters rage against the high-built poops,

10  orbelch forth spray on the shore.

Mariner, to Priapus,” the lord of the deep and the giver of good havens,
aslice of a cuttle-fish or of lustred red mullet,

oravocal scarus having by his altars roasted,

then go fearlessly on your voyage to the bounds of the lonian Sea.
*More usually known as the god whose huge erection warned people off trespassing, he was also
god of merchantsailors

AN KAAMTIETNAOV ETT EUKAPTIOLOL AOYElaLG
Aftov €K podEwv AvBoopel KAAUKwY,
AON €T AKpeUOVETTLY (00JUYEWV KUTIAPIOTTWY
Houoopaving tETti BEAyel aparodetnv:
5 Kal @IAOTTaLg UTto yeloa S0poug TeuSaaa xeAldbwv
£xyova TtnAoyutolg Eelvodokel Baiapolg.
uTtvwel 6€ Baiaoaa, @iAolepupolo yaAnvng
VNOQOPOIG VWTOLG EUSIA TIETITAUEVNG,
oUK ETti Tpupvaiolol katatyiouoa kopuppolg,
10  OUK ETIL pnyUiVwV AppOov EPEUYOUEVN.
vauTtihe, Ttovtopedovtt kal oppodotipt MptATe,
1eubidog f TpiyAng dvBepodsooav ituv,
A oKapov audnevta mapal Bwpoiot TTupwodag,
atpopog loviou tépua BalacooTopel.
Theaetetus10.16
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Hard luck

Help at hand?

Now erect, damn you, and well-tuned, when nothing’s about.
When there was something about yesterday, not a hint of a hard.

vOv 0pBn, katdpate, kai e0Tovog, Qvika pndev-
nvika &' fv €xB£g, 0UOEV OAwG AVETIVELG.
Strato12.216

Now hetellsus...

Perhaps someone in future years, listening to these trifles of mine,
will think these pains of love were all my own.

No! For this or that boy-lover, | scribble this or that
Poem, since some god gave me the gift.

A TAxa Tig HeTOTIo0e KAUwV €ud Ttaiyvia tadta,
TIAVTAG ELOUC BOEEL TOUG £V EPWTL TIOVOUG:
AaA\a 6’ Eywv aAAotaty dgl PIAOTIALOL Xapdoow
ypAppat, ETei Tig £uol TolT EvEdwKe Bedg.
Strato12.258

Daryl Hine

Some reader of this child’s play in another
Age may think these heart-throbs all were mine.
For writing different epigrams for other

Lovers of boys, my talent was divine.
*Permission granted to quote this translation from Daryl Hine Puerilities: Erotic Epigrams of the
Greek Anthology (Princeton 2001)

Next week: The Letters of Cicero
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